THE SCHOOL OF HISTORY
ago, two rascals violated a youth and then mur-
dered him. Both the offenders were sentenced to
death. I had followed the trial with close attention.
At the last moment doubt became insistent. One
of the two offenders was a habitual criminal who
had avowed his crime; the other, a much younger
man, had pleaded not guilty, and there were no
previous charges against him. Six hours before
the execution I reprieved the younger of the two."
"You could put that in the chapter, 'Advan-
tages of Dictatorship,' " I said.
His repartee was swift, and couched in a tone
of mockery:
"The alternative is a State machine which
grinds on automatically without any one having
the power to stop its working."
"Would you like to leave this contentious
topic, and talk about Napoleon ?"
"Go ahead!"
"Despite our previous conversations, I am not
clear whether you regard him as a model or as
a warning."
He sat back in his chair, looked rather gloomy,
and said in a restrained tone:
"As a warning. I have never taken Napoleon
as an examplar, for in no respect am I comparable
to him. His activities were of a very different kind
from mine. He put a term to a revolution, whereas
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